Bahá’í perspectives on the apparent contradiction between the Qur’an (verse 4:157) which appears to deny that Jesus Christ was crucified) and the belief of Christians and Bahá’ís that Jesus Christ was crucified and died on the cross.

1 Comments:

· Those passages below which are from Bahá’í authoritative sources are not necessarily authoritative for those who are not Baha’is, but are quoted here simply for presenting the Bahá’í viewpoint.

· There are several Muslim beliefs which either contradict or appear to contradict fundamental Christian beliefs. Others include the belief that the Bible has been corrupted, and the belief that God has no Son. The foundation of Bahá’í belief is the Teachings of Bahá’u’lláh. Baha’u’llah confirmed the reliability of the Christian scriptures, the Sonship and Divinity of Christ, and the reality of the crucifixion and sacrifice of Christ.

2 The Qur’an, Sura 4 -  Women, verse 157:


· Rodwell’s translation: And for their saying, "Verily we have slain the Messiah, Jesus the son of Mary, an Apostle of God." Yet they slew him not, and they crucified him not, but they had only his likeness. And they who differed about him were in doubt concerning him: No sure knowledge had they about him, but followed only an opinion, and they did not really slay him, but God took him up to Himself. And God is Mighty, Wise!

· Pickthall’s translation: 157 And because of their saying: We slew the Messiah, Jesus son of Mary, Allah's messenger - they slew him not nor crucified him, but it appeared so unto them; and lo! those who disagree concerning it are in doubt thereof; they have no knowledge thereof save pursuit of a conjecture; they slew him not for certain. 158 But Allah took him up unto Himself. Allah was ever Mighty, Wise.

· Yusuf Ali’s translation: 157. That they said (in boast), "We killed Christ Jesus the son of Mary, the Messenger of Allah;" but they killed him not, nor crucified him, but so it was made to appear to them, and those who differ therein are full of doubts, with no (certain) knowledge, but only conjecture to follow for of a surety they killed him not. 158. Nay, Allah raised him up unto Himself; and Allah is Exalted in Power, Wise.
3 Bahá’í authoritative passages referring to the apparent contradiction:

· 'Abdu'l-Baha's interpretation of the verse is provided in a Tablet published in Star of the West, vol. 2, no. 7, (Aug.1, 1911) p. 13, in which He has written: "In regard to the verse, which is revealed in the Koran, that His Highness, Christ, was not killed and was not crucified, by this is meant the Reality of Christ. Although they crucified this elemental body, yet the merciful reality and the heavenly existence remain eternal and undying, and it was protected from the oppression and persecution of the enemies, for Christ is eternal and Everlasting. How can He die? This death and crucifixion was imposed on the physical body of Christ, and not upon the Spirit of Christ"

· "Regarding your question relative to Surih 4, 156 of the 'Qur'án' in which Muhammad says that the Jews did not crucify Jesus, the Christ but one like Him; what is meant by this passage is that although the Jews succeeded in destroying the physical body of Jesus, yet they were impotent to destroy the Divine reality in Him." (From a letter written on behalf of the Guardian to an individual believer, March 19, 1938, quoted in Lights of Guidance #1669, p. 497)

4 Some Bahá’í authoritative passages regarding the crucifixion of Christ

· Know thou that when the Son of Man yielded up His breath to God, the whole creation wept with a great weeping… (Bahá’u’lláh, Gleanings pp.85-86)

· Recollect that Christ, solitary and alone, without a helper or protector, without armies and legions, and under the greatest oppression, uplifted the standard of God before all the people of the world, and withstood them, and finally conquered all, although outwardly He was crucified. Now this is a veritable miracle which can never be denied. There is no need of any other proof of the truth of Christ. (‘Abdu'l-Bahá, Some Answered Questions, p. 101)

· For the body of Christ was crucified and vanished, but the Spirit of Christ is always pouring upon the contingent world, and is manifest before the insight of the people of assurance. (‘Abdu'l-Bahá, Tablets of ‘Abdu'l-Bahá v1, p. 193-4)

· When Jesus Christ died upon the cross, the disciples who witnessed His crucifixion were disturbed and shaken. Even Peter, one of the greatest of His followers, denied Him thrice. Mary Magdalene brought them together and confirmed their faith, saying, "Why are ye doubting? Why have ye feared? O thou Peter! Why didst thou deny Him? For Christ was not crucified. The reality of Christ is ever-living, everlasting, eternal. For that divine reality there is no beginning, no ending, and, therefore, there can be no death. At most, only the body of Jesus has suffered death." In brief, this woman, singly and alone, was instrumental in transforming the disciples and making them steadfast. This is an evidence of extraordinary power and supreme attributes, a proof that woman is the equivalent and complement of man. The one who is better trained and educated, whose aptitude is greater and whose ideals are higher is most distinguished and worthy -- whether man or woman. (‘Abdu'l-Bahá, The Promulgation of Universal Peace, p. 395

· After the martyrdom of Christ, to Whom be glory, the disciples were greatly disturbed and disheartened. Even Peter had denied Christ and tried to shun Him. It was a woman, Mary Magdalene, who confirmed the wavering disciples in their faith, saying, "Was it the body of Christ or the reality of Christ that ye have seen crucified? Surely it was His body. His reality is everlasting and eternal; it hath neither beginning nor ending. Therefore, why are ye perplexed and discouraged? Christ always spoke of His being crucified." Mary Magdalene was a mere villager, a peasant woman; yet she became the means of consolation and confirmation to the disciples of Christ. (‘Abdu'l-Bahá, The Promulgation of Universal Peace, p. 282)

· "Regarding the passage you enclosed about the Qur'án: In reality there is no contradiction at all; when the Qur'án denies Christ is the Son of God it is not refuting His Words but the false interpretation of them made by the Christians  493  who read into them a relationship of an almost corporeal nature, whereas Almighty God has no parents or offspring. What is meant by Christ, is His spirit's relation to the Infinite Spirit, and this the Qur'án does not deny. It is in a sense attributable -- this kind of Sonship -- to all the Prophets." (From a letter written on behalf of the Guardian to an individual believer, May 19, 1945, quoted in Lights of Guidance #1652, p. 492)

· Concerning the Resurrection of Christ you quote the twenty-fourth chapter of the Gospel of St. Luke, where the account stresses the reality of the appearance of Jesus to His disciples who, the Gospel states, at first took Him to be a ghost. From a Bahá'í point of view the belief that the Resurrection was the return to life of a body of flesh and blood, which later rose from the earth into the sky is not reasonable, nor is it necessary to the essential truth of the disciples' experience, which is that Jesus did not cease to exist when He was crucified (as would have been the belief of many Jews of that period), but that His Spirit, released from the body, ascended to the presence of God and continued to inspire and guide His followers and preside over the destinies of His dispensation. (The Universal House of Justice, 1987 Sept 14, Resurrection of Christ)

5 Some individual perspectives.

· Juan Ricardo Cole “The Christian-Muslim Encounter and the Bahá’í Faith” in World Order: Winter 1977-78, pp.18 & 22.
p.18 The Muslims next denied the historicity of the Gospel accounts of the crucifixion of Christ, claiming that God had intervened to save Jesus. They based this claim on a Qur’anic verse (4:144/157) that, in fact, merely claims the Jews did not crucify Christ. The Qur’an elsewhere asserts that Jesus died (19:34/33), and one Christian scholar has proposed that the verse seeming to deny the crucifixion could be read as an assertion that it was not the Jews’ will that had worked to cause Jesus’ crucifixion but God’s. 14 [Footnote 14. Elder, quoted in Parrinder, Jesus in the Qur’an, pp.119-20] Jesus Himself is reported in the Gospels as saying,
For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life, that I may take it again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have a power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again; this charge I have received from my Father. (John 10:17-18)

The intent of the Qur’an could be much the same as in the words of Jesus on this point – the denial that the Jews had power over Christ in any ultimate sense. One of the reasons often given by Muslims for rejecting the Crucifixion was that it was not honorable for a prophet to die such a death; Christian apologists were quick to point out, however, that the Qur’an itself speaks of prophets being killed (2:58/61)

p.22

As for the Qur’anic verse (4:155/156) cited above which Muslims interpreted as a denial of the Crucifixion, the Bahá’í understanding is that Muhammad was here simply stressing that whatever tragedy befell the human form of Jesus, his Reality as the Christ transcended it.
· Michael Sours, The Prophecies of Jesus, footnote 42, p.38
Jesus allowed Himself to be crucified. It would be incorrect to say that the Jews killed the Messiah against His will. Had Christ wanted to escape He could have done so by recanting His claims. His willingness to die is a great testimony to His truth. This is, according to Bahá’í belief, the meaning of the Qur’anic verse, “They [the Jews] declared: “We have put to death the Messiah Jesus the son of Mary, the apostle of Allah.” They did not kill him, nor did they crucify him, but they thought they did’ (Surah 4:157, The Koran, trans. N.J. Dawood).

· Gary L Matthews, Muhammad: Defender of Christians, p.18
Muhammad once said that the Jews had failed to crucify the “real Jesus” – a statement sometimes misconstrued to mean an imposter was nailed to the cross in His place. However, His actual meaning (Bahá’ís believe) was that in crucifying Christ’s body his foes were unable to harm the true reality of His immortal spirit.
These and a few other teachings are hailed by some as “proof” that the Bible and the Qur’an are in conflict. A close look at the context and intent will expose, in every case, the hollowness of such misconceptions.

· My 2 cents worth:
I think verse 158 helps clarify the meaning of 157. Verse 157 acknowledges that Christ appeared to be killed (ie that is what everyone witnessed happening physically to Jesus’ body) while verse 158 says it was not the Jews, but God, who took Jesus up (implying that the reality of Jesus Christ was spiritual and did not die).
Colin Dibdin
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