Family

Hoang Family Siblings (Children of Trac and Thiem) 
1. Loan (Dec 1943 - ) – Vietnam
2. Quat (1 Oct 1945 - ) – Florida
3. Hy (14 Aug 1948 - ) – Florida
4. Quang (14 Jul 1950 - ) – Florida
5. Canh (1952 – 1980) – Sydney on a Columbo Scholarship until his passing.
6. Yung (10 Sep 1953 - ) – Sydney 
7. Ngan (1954 - ) – Sydney
8. Vinh (1955 - ) – Sydney

Timeline of Quat, Hy and Quang

After High School:
· Quat studied law in Saigon while working for MACV, then military academy in Da Lat for 4 years. Joined the Airborne division located in Central Vietnam. (See more detail below*)
· Hy went to Saigon in 1967 and studied law and worked for US Army Dispatch. He graduated with a Bachelor of Engineering. Served in the 22 Infantry division in Central Vietnam. Hy was shot 5 times in the stomach.
· Quang after graduation stayed in Saigon and worked for the Catholic Relief supporting refugees. Then joined army in Da Lat. 7 Infantry Division – S. Vietnam Delta Region.

After the US left Vietnam and Communists took over South Vietnam:
· Quat was in a re-education camp for 7 years. He married Thuy, to whom he had been engaged for many years.
· Hy was in a re-education camp for 4 years.
· Quang was in a re-education camp for 7 years, then tried to escape but was caught and imprisoned for 3 years. He married Sang a year later.

Relocation to the United States:
· Hy escaped and was accepted into the United States in 1980. He later sponsored and found jobs for Quat and Quang. 
· Quat and his family (Thuy and Andy) moved to the US in 1992.
· Quang and his family (Sang and Harry) moved to the US in 1995. 
· Hy lived with Quat’s family until 2022.

Information from Quat:

* The following imperfect notes were made in September 2017 by Colin Dibdin using voice to text while listening to Brother-in-law Quat Hoang after having asked Quat to kindly recount his experiences in the Army.

Quat said…

Worked for the US Army from October 1964 until October 1968.
Then join the South Vietnam army October 68 until April 1975
Re-education camp from 1975 to 1981
Under probation from the communist police from 1981 to 1992.
Humanitarian operation resettlement 1992
Came to Tampa Florida in April 1992

For the US Army was a translator. That's the military assistance command MACV. Working for the South Vietnam army commander. Job involved travelling to inspect units 11 S. Vietnam, translating and interpreting.

October 1968 at offensive by the Communist, the South Vietnamese government mobilised all young people to fight. Quat had a choice to stay or to transfer. He transferred because he wanted to be a commander.

South Vietnam national military Academy for training to be a soldier. Training for three years, graduated as an officer. While training the Allied forces came and did the fighting. 385 graduated as officers with the rank of lieutenant. Quat did well and was able to choose the units he liked. So he chose the airborne unit.

US Army: worked for U.S. Navy and headquarters support activity.

On the bus [?] with Colonel McKenzie. He was the Navy captain. Second appointment with social service department commander Colonel Vo Van Tai . Joseph L Kennedy. Taking care of the family dependence of the South Vietnam units. It was quartermaster Vietnamese Colonel Ho Van Vi Hing.

Number for ordinance department South Vietnam army. 

Afternoon October 1968 the South Vietnamese government made a general mobilisation all aged 18 to 45.

Graduated from national military Academy after three years school and when you visiting different units. Graduated as lieutenant. And volunteered for the airborne division. Instead of fighting

With the 5 airborne Italia [?] For almost 4 years and graduated from Lieutenant to Captain.

After 1973 the war broke out very fast and he had this fighting all over South Vietnam. Fighting in four different areas
· Battle of Khe Sanh
· Battle in Laos.
· Battle in Cambodia
· Battle in Kontum [?] Vietnamese Highlands.

In 1972, another wave of attacks. Their troops with weapons from Russia and China in the south provinces in South Vietnam. And we had to counter-attack with the support of US seventh late. Okay support from B-52s.

1970 the US begin peace talks in Paris. This agreement was signed. The Communists did not respect the agreement so the fighting had to continue until the US decided to withdraw.

US nearly all gone 1973. Communists took over in 1975.

5th airborne Battalion within the 4th airborne brigade.  This continued until the president gave the order to surrender. Quat was in Saigon with 200 men waiting to fight the incoming Communists when the order came to surrender.

Information from Quang 

My notes of Quang’s account 12 July 2026 while we were visiting Florida:

Quang and Quat went to Saigon to train in law. Hy went to train in engineering (info from Yung)

Quat worked as a civilian translator for MACV, before joining the army and studying in Da Lat to be a lieutenant.

Quang worked as secretary for a 2 star general. In that role he ate well and travelled in helicopters.
After the war both Quang and Quat had 7 years in a concentration camp/prisoners of war. Hy had 4 years and was released early because he was weak after having been shot in the war.

During that 7 years Quang (aged from 23 to 30) had to walk 10 miles each morning to a forest where he chopped trees and cut planks using basic (not powered) tools, then walk back carrying the wood, arriving at midnight and getting up at 5am to repeat the process. Any failure would lead to being beaten. After being released after 7 years he tried to escape Vietnam but was captured  and imprisoned for 3 years. A year after release he met Sang, whose parents liked him and urged the marriage.

Quang is now about 76. He has worked in immigration and as a translator. Both jobs overlap as they require court appearances. Other than Harry there is only one other person doing a similar job, so Quang frequently travels at others' expense to other cities by air or road. Harry does the same but prefers to drive. eg Harry drove to Miami during our visit, whereas Quang would fly to Miami.

When Quat bought the Tyrone house, Quang and his family moved in to pay the mortgage. They have been going to the St Luke’s church since then. That is why Quang is familiar with the coffee and doughnuts after the mass. 
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